Press Release

James Dean Launches the Can You Hear Us Now? Campaign for Voter Turnout!
Ottawa,ON/: Monday, March 29th, 2010

Today at noon, at Kelsey's (1 Roydon Place at Merivale Road) James Dean, candidate for city councillor in Knoxdale Merivale, will launch his Campaign for Voter Turnout website, entitled CanYouHearUsNow.ca

This website contains a pledge for eligible voters to take, that they will exercise their right to vote in the upcoming municipal election on Monday, October 25th, 2010. Pledge-takers can print a certificate of their pledge from the website. 

Each pledge-taker will indicate in which ward they reside. Statistics will be gathered and periodically Mr. Dean will release these statistics to the media so we can all watch the race to effective government for our city. Which ward will have the greatest voter turnout? The race is on!

Also contained on the website is a Youth Pledge. The youth can take a pledge to exercise their right to vote once they become eligible. “I believe voters are created long before they reach the age of eligibility. It's up to us to teach the young that we can effect change in our community. Political influence begins locally in our communities and most importantly, in our homes. It's up to the leaders in the community to ensure that residents feel that they have a voice and that they can contribute with their votes and through communicating with their City Councillors; and I am that kind of leader.”

In the months to come James Dean will have Can You Hear Us Now pledge stations at many local events. There will be Can You Hear Us Now Days where people will honk their horns if they've taken the pledge and small prizes will be available to those presenting certificates at specific locations. At the conclusion of the election James Dean will present a plaque of excellence to the the winning Ward. The award will go to the ward with the highest percentage of eligible voters having taken the pledge. He hopes it will be awarded to the Knoxdale-Merivale Ward. 

“I believe that this fun enthusiastic approach to increasing Voter Turnout will generate unity in our city for rural and urban residents alike. It's time we all worked together”, said Mr. Dean to when speaking to Ottawa's leaders at a gala birthday celebration for Clarence Dungey at the Marriott on Saturday.

James Dean's candidacy website reads “Your Voice, My Commitment, Our Community” and this campaign falls well within that philosophy. It is his hope that all candidates for City Council will join him in this fun competition to set a good example for all cities holding municipal elections; after all, we are the nation's capital.
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