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James Dean, candidate for City of Ottawa Council in Knoxdale-Merivale, wants to see the Lansdowne decision handed to the newly elected city council.
“We need further analysis and further input from Ottawa residents.  A pragmatic approach, combined with the wisdom of the re-elected, and a fresh perspective from the newly elected will define the future of the city.  The electorate wants to see great changes at city hall.  We need to make this decision based on what the voters want.  We will gather this information, and take it to city hall, via the canvassing and election processes.”

“The election process is about choosing someone to represent the needs of the residents.  I will be the voice of the people and it is only after listening carefully that we can engage in a process that is economically sound and representative.  It’s a tricky balance, but there are methods, such as canvassing or polling, that generating a consensus with which to move forward.”
James Dean’s Vision for Lansdowne:

· Main Library
· Community Center
· Ottawa Art Gallery
· Conference Centre – trade shows and meeting facilities
· Local Merchant Market for agriculture and artisans to revolve seasonally

· Picnic areas with shade, water fountains, splash pads and green space
· Boat rental and docking 
· Winter:  great for Winterlude attractions and gathering to warm up.
· Festival Network destination year-round.

· An arena for the 67’s, family skates and skating competitions.


James Dean is in favour of choosing Bayview for the location of a new stadium.  Transit issues and economic development in that neighbourhood make it a big plus.  Placing the stadium at Bayview will lead to greater resources and jobs in an area lacking in amenities.  “We need to think “big picture” for the city.   Retail space is a necessity to attract developers for the Bayview area.”
“The bottom line is that this IS an election issue.  It will be the new city council that deals with the bidding process for construction, monitors costs and ensures that the evolving needs of the city are met for each neighbourhood.  We are stewards of the public interest and their tax dollars.  We don’t decorate our homes for the next tenant/owner so why do we want the decision left to those who may be leaving city hall? ”
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For further comment call James Dean at 613-293-2088



